
D A T A S H E E T

Compare and Identify Spreadsheet Changes

Workshare Compare for Excel provides spreadsheet comparison capabilities and streamlines your review process 
making it easier to collaborate and identify changes to Microsoft® Excel® workbooks.

Compare spreadsheets for changes and accuracy
Compare Microsoft Excel spreadsheets and easily identify 
changes without leaving Microsoft Excel. Collaborating 
on spreadsheets with colleagues can be challenging, 
Workshare Compare for Excel provides immediate visibility 
into changes that have been made to spreadsheets.

Identify every change
Changes can be made quickly to critical spreadsheets, 
and spreadsheet owners and approvers may have no idea 
what was changed, or what impact it may have on the 
spreadsheet results. With Workshare Compare for Excel, 
users can compare two different spreadsheets or two 
versions of the same spreadsheet and graphically see the 
differences. 

Accelerate spreadsheet review
With the ability to review spreadsheet changes from 
month to month the approval process is accelerated. 
And with visibility into important structural changes that 
include changes to formulas, macros, pivot tables, queries, 
and more the integrity of the spreadsheet remains intact.

Review a summary of changes 
Review a detailed list of changes that include macros, 
cell formatting, entered and calculated values, formulas, 
formula errors, structural changes, names, and data 
connections. 

Each change category is color coded for easy identification 
and preview grids are synchronized when the user 
clicks on each change. A bird’s eye view of all changes 
discovered is provided via a statistics bar chart, and all 
comparison results can be exported to Excel for reporting 
and further analysis.

Detailed macro comparison
Workshare Compare for Excel enables detailed, line-by- 
line comparison of macros and VB code. Macro changes 
can be selected from the comparison results and displayed 
side-by-side, showing each code change. This feature is 
extremely helpful for lengthy and complex macros.

TOP FEATURES

Fast and accurate  spreadsheet 
comparison

Graphically compare changes 
between two spreadsheets or 
spreadsheet versions

Side-by-side and color-coded 
comparison of changes 
in context of the original 
spreadsheet

Synchronized comparison views 
even when rows/columns have 
been added / deleted

Comprehensive reporting on 
all change types with filterable 
results

Workshare® Compare for Excel®

Figure 1: Synchronized Side by Side Comparisons - Synchronize comparison views even when rows or columns have been added or deleted.
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About Workshare
Workshare, a long-time leader working with the legal industry’s entrusted content, enables organizations to control and 
manage information securely. More than one million professionals rely on Workshare solutions to increase productivity 
and safeguard their confidential information; ultimately securing their intellectual property, customer relationships and 
the organization’s reputation. Workshare’s document comparison and collaboration solutions provide risk management 
and security to over 14,000 organizations worldwide. For more information, visit www.workshare.com.

Advanced spreadsheet comparison 
Compare Excel documents against modified versions. 
Workshare Compare for Excel utilizes industry - leading 
comparison technology to accurately compare long and 
complex spreadsheets.

Smart Compare
Identify inserted or deleted rows and columns with “Smart 
Compare” technology. This comparison technology deals 
intelligently with cells that have simply moved position 
within the workbook to reduce confusion and unnecessary 
noise. 

Graphical change tracking
Graphically compare changes between two spreadsheets 
or spreadsheet versions and provide graphical, side-by-
side and color-coded change comparisons.

Synchronized 3-pane view
Synchronize comparison views even when rows or 
columns have been added or deleted. Synchronization 
incorporates a bird’s eye view of changes with graphical 
statistics.

Custom comparison options
Find differences in formulas, colors, values, structural 
changes, macros, and more.

Display changes side by side
Show changes side by side when compared values are 
too long to easily view and distinguish the differences.

Show formulas
Inspect the formulas in the workbooks by displaying the 
underlying formulas in cells, rather than the value that 
results from the formula.

Easily resize cells
Increase the cell size to see the complete cell value when 
contents are too large to be normally displayed.

Sync grids
Display the same sheet in each workbook. When selecting 
a sheet in one workbook the same sheet will be selected 
in the workbook being compared.

Detailed macro comparison
Workshare Compare for Excel enables detailed comparison 
of macros and VB code. Macro changes can be selected 
from the comparison results and displayed side-by-side, 
showing each code change. This feature is extremely 
helpful for lengthy and complex macros.

Export results
The results of a workbook comparison can be exported to a 
tab-delimited text file that you can open with Microsoft Excel.
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Top Features and Benefits

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS
Operating Environments:

Microsoft Windows XP and above 

Microsoft Windows Vista  
(32 bit and 64 bit)

Microsoft Windows 7 
(32 bit and 64 bit) 

Microsoft Office System:

Microsoft Excel 2007 (to SP2)    
Microsoft Excel 2003 (to SP3) 

Additional Support:

Multilanguage support for ASCII and 
Unicode language documents and 
operating systems

Recommended:

2.2GHz Intel Core 2 Duo processor 
or equivalent
2GB RAM
2GB free disk space

Minimum:

P4 2.8GHz + Pentium processor
1GB RAM
500MB free disk space

Note: Microsoft .NET Framework 3.5 
is required

Workshare Compare Basic 
for Excel

A basic comparison product that 
only compares entered values 
within Excel spreadsheets is  
also available.

Figure 2: Export Comparisons - Export the results of a workbook comparison to a tab-delimited text file that you can open with Microsoft Excel.


